PRESERVATION ADVOCATE

NEWS FROM the PRESERVATION LEAGUE of NEW YORK STATE

Preservation League’s award ceremony held in Manhattan in May.

League Celebrates Excellence in Preservation

“The Excellence in Preservation Awards are our principal means of honoring the preservation commu-
nity and educating the public about the important contribution that historic preservation projects make
to our quality of life in New York State,” said Jay DiLorenzo. “Each year we are impressed by the
number and variety of laudable projects, and this year was no exception. We are delighted to give these
projects and people the statewide recognition they deserve.” There were nine honorees at the

Great Western Staircase,
New York State Capitol,
Albany

The careful cleaning and restoration of
the largest staircase in the Capitol, popu-
larly known as the “Million Dollar
Staircase,” provides a fitting complement
to the earlier restoration of the skylight
and laylight that crown the stairwell. This
project was unique in every way—in
scale, complexity, and the thoughtful
merging of technology and preservation.
Along the way, the project team estab-
lished best practices that should serve as
a model in historic buildings.

“Guided by the 1982 master plan
for the Capitol, the Office of General
Services and its highly qualified team
began by cleaning the masonry,” said
James Jamieson, Capitol Architect.

“The use of a latex spray-on, peel-away
product from Belgium loosened the
surface soiling without damaging the
stone. We were pleased to be among the
first to specify and use this product and
technique in the United States, and the
results speak for themselves.”

More Excellence in Preservation Awards, page 2.




Excellence
Charter School
of Bedford-
Stuyvesant,
Brooklyn

The formerly abandoned
Public School No. 70, located
at 225 Patchen Avenue, is an

important part of the urban
fabric of Bedford-Stuyvesant.
For too long it stood as a
dangerous symbol of neglect
in the neighborhood it once
served. The quality of the
restoration of this once-
derelict building and the
sensitive new addition, along
with the return of this historic
building to academic use, is
truly exemplary.

“The lowest-risk strategy
would have been to demolish
the charred shell of the build-
ing,” said David Saltzman,
Executive Director of the
Robin Hood Foundation and
a trustee of its new occupant,
Excellence Charter School.
“It required the extraordinary
vision of Robert A. M. Stern
Architects to reincarnate
this lost treasure as a new
charter school.”

School No. 4,
Saratoga Springs

The rebirth of Saratoga’s
former School No. 4 at 112
Spring Street offers a model
solution to a challenge facing
communities across the state.
The project demonstrates that
historic school buildings can
provide modern business
amenities without sacrificing
a community’s treasured
landmark or sense of place.
Now restored, School No. 4
houses several land conserva-
tion and building preservation
non-profits; its shared confer-
ence and meeting rooms
provide a setting for collabo-
ration and synergy among
these groups.

Linell Lands, Inc., a
small company dedicated to
preserving historic buildings
for contemporary use and to
integrating environmental
conservation priorities into
land-development projects,
assembled a team to
complete the project.

River Lofts,
Manhattan

What was once an abandoned
19th-century brick warehouse
at 92 Laight Street has been
combined with new construc-
tion and re-programmed to
provide 65 individual residen-
tial units, ground-level retail
spaces, and a restaurant. The
careful renovation of the
remaining historic fabric and
linkage with a new structure,
which preserves the Tribeca
loft warehouse archetype, is a
winning combination.

“Through architecture
and urbanism, this project
brings new life to the block,”
said Zack McKown, FAIA,
partner at Tsao & McKown,
the architects who led the
project. “It provides Tsao &
McKown with great satisfac-
tion that all parties involved
came away from the project
happy — from the developer
to the local community.
Many locals point to both the
new and restored buildings
with pride as an example of
successful neighborhood

revitalization.”

New York’s
Historic Armories:
An Ilustrated
History

New Yorks Historic Armories:
An Illustrated History SUNY
Press, 2006) by Nancy L.
Todd is a handsome catalog

of some 120 armories built in

New York State between 1799
and 1940 to house local units

of the state’s volunteer militia,
the National Guard. Although
some have been lost, many
historic armories remain, and
this book—an outgrowth of
a 1992 statewide inventory of
armories—is truly a reference
for all time.

“The cooperative efforts
at the state and local level that
made this publication possible
were bolstered by support
from all sorts of communities,
regions, groups, organizations,
and civic entities,” said Ms.
Todd. “I am honored to
accept this award on behalf
of all those who work to
preserve and protect the
outstanding legacy of New
York’s citizen soldiers.”

Montauk
Playhouse
Community
Center, Suffolk
County

After being abandoned in the
1970s, the Montauk
Playhouse was named to the
Preservation League’s Seven to
Save endangered properties
list in 2002. Just four years
later, the 1929 building
reopened as a community
center and now enables the
town of East Hampton to

provide programs and recre-
ational and cultural services

to residents of all ages in a
setting that is truly
“Montauk.”

“I am proud of the East
Hampton Town Board
members who committed to
this restoration project,” said
Maureen Rutkowski, Project
Director for the Montauk
Playhouse Community
Center Foundation, Inc. The
center is truly a celebration of
a caring community’s efforts
to save an irreplaceable
landmark.

Alfred E. Smith
Office Building,
Albany

The comprehensive restora-
tion of this structure has
returned its public spaces to
their Art Deco glory, while its
upper floors now meet the
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modern office needs of several
state agencies. “This project
offered the Design and
Construction Group within
the New York State Office of
General Services an opportu-
nity to support local
preservation efforts here in
Albany with the hope of
inspiring other state agencies
and cities to continue this
tradition,” said Michael
Convertino, AIA, the project
architect.

Commenting on the
Great Western Staircase and
the Alfred E. Smith Building
awards, Commissioner John
C. Egan said, “We at OGS
are honored to have these
prestigious awards from the
Preservation League bestowed
upon us. I commend all of
the men and women who
worked on these two projects
for their diligence and dedica-
tion to preserving these two
historic landmarks in our

great Capital City.”

Greenwich
Village Society
for Historic
Preservation

For Organizational Excellence

Since its founding in 1980,
the Greenwich Village Society
for Historic Preservation has
been dedicated to the preser-
vation of the architectural
heritage and cultural history
of Greenwich Village and the
East Village. The organiza-
tion’s efforts to build

grassroots support and to
monitor and inform the

decisions of New York City
agencies should serve as an
inspiration to other preserva-
tion organizations.

“Several fragile historic
properties in the Far West
Village and the meatpacking
district which were threatened
with, or vulnerable to,
demolition have been
preserved and are now being
restored,” said Andrew
Berman, Executive Director
of the society. “Now that
these historic buildings are no
longer facing the wrecking
ball, this honor from the
Preservation League will help
inspire us to expand our
energies into other urgent
preservation needs in our
service area.”

Donald Fenner

For Individual Excellence

For four decades Donald
Fenner has been working to
maintain and restore the
oldest building in Herkimer
County, the Fort Herkimer
Church, built circa 1730.
Through this award, the

Preservation League hopes to

encourage the efforts of
countless other preservation
leaders across New York State.
Mr. Fenner’s involvement
with the church began in
1966, when he was elected
president of the church’s
Board of Commissioners. At
that time, services were held
in the building, but deterio-
rating conditions threatened
public access. Mr. Fenner
began his work as restoration
chairman, project director,
and restoration coordinator.
“In this day and age, it
is very uncommon that an
individual remains in one
place, with one occupation
or with a single organization,”
said David Staley of the New
York State Museum Cultural
Resource Survey Program,
who nominated his father-in-
law for the award. “The
success of historic restoration
projects often depends on the
dedication of volunteers, and
Fort Herkimer Church is a
perfect example.”
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Public Policy Update

Preservation Accomplishments Shape Plans for 2008

As part of the June Preservation Colleagues Meeting, the Preservation League of New York State

hosted a legislative reception at the Alfred E. Smith Office Building in Albany to provide an

opportunity to say thank you to state legislators for their support of important historic-preservation
pPp y y g pp p p

programs. Policy makers and their staff heard directly from their constituents around the state

about how these programs can help all New Yorkers.

With the help of the Preservation
Colleagues, the League has worked to
secure a number of key public policy
accomplishments in the 2007
legislative session:

Governor Spitzer's support for implementation
of the rehabilitation tax credit program. The
Governor provided the State Historic
Preservation Office with five new staff
dedicated to tax-credit program activities.
Introduction of a bill to expand and enhance
the rehabilitation tax credit. The League
organized a statewide campaign that
attracted support from a wide range of
municipal, economic development, and
organizational interests to extend the
program’s benefits to a far wider range
of municipalities. The enhancements
were approved by the NYS Senate
under bill sponsor Frank Padavan, and
the League has been working with
Assembly sponsor Sam Hoyt to secure
passage in the Assembly.

Passage of the Community Preservation Act.
While the Senate remains unwilling to
pass a statewide version of this legislation,
Assemblymember Adam Bradley and
Senator Vincent Leibell led their respec-
tive houses to pass a bill, signed in August
by Governor Spitzer, enabling cities and
towns in Westchester and Putnam
counties to establish this new funding
source for open space, farmland, and
historic preservation purposes.

Enhanced funding for the Environmental
Protection Fund. Legislation signed by the
Governor in July will provide $50
million in additional funding for the
EPF by 2009. This means increased
funding for the Office of Parks,

Recreation and Historic Preservation’s
grant programs and enhanced capacity
for new preservation programs.
Appointment of a Deputy Director for Historic
Preservation at OPRHP, a long-vacant position.
Wint Aldrich will provide renewed
leadership on historic preservation issues
both within the administration and in
the public arena. He joins Commissioner
Carol Ash and a team of senior staff who
have demonstrated an extraordinary
commitment to re-assessing and effec-
tively implementing that agency’s work.
Co-sponsorship of seven members of the

New York State Congressional delegation

on H.R. 1043. This bill seeks enhancements
to the federal rehabilitation tax credit,
especially when used in conjunction with
the low-income tax credit, to help create
more affordable housing and revitalize
older communities.

Much work remains to be done.
According to Preservation League
President Jay DiLorenzo, “We are in the
midst of a two-year effort to ensure that
historic preservation is a major compo-
nent of New York State’s environmental
and economic development policies.”

Looking ahead to 2008, the
Preservation League will continue to
promote historic preservation as a tool
to revitalize our communities by
strengthening and developing relation-
ships with state leaders and speaking
with a strong voice that heralds the
difference preservation makes in the
lives of so many New Yorkers.

Tania Werbizky and Jay DiLorenzo of the
Preservation League greet Edward C.
Farrell (center), Executive Director of AIA
New York State.

Carol Ash, Commissioner of the New York
State Office of Parks, Recreation and
Historic Preservation, addresses the
Preservation Colleagues meeting in June
in Albany.
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Development Update

= Pillar of New York

League to Honor International Leaders in Preservation

““l Gala set for October

On October 17th, the elegant dignity of the Waldorf-Astoria’s Hilton

and Empire Rooms will provide the backdrop for the Preservation League

of New York State’s most prestigious event, the Pillar of New York Gala.

The Preservation League will present its highest
honor, the Pillar of New York Award, to archi-
tect and preservationist Phyllis Lambert and to
producer, director and screenwriter Teri Wehn-
Damisch. Also receiving the Pillar of New York
Award will be David Beer and his partners at
Brennan Beer Gorman Architects and Brennan
Beer Gorman Monk Interiors, a leading New
York architectural and design firm.

Phyllis Lambert’s life of accomplishment
as an architect, preservationist, and advocate
is presented in the film Citizen Lambert: Joan
of Architecture, which took top honors as
Best Canadian Work at the International
Festival of Films on Art. Ms. Lambert, the
film and its director will be honored with a
Pillar of New York Award.

Phyllis Lambert persuaded her father,
Samuel Bronfman, to engage Ludwig Mies van
der Rohe to design the Seagram headquarters on
Park Avenue in Manhattan in the 1950s and to
put a covenant in place to encourage its
landmark designation as soon as it became eligi-
ble. In 1989 Lambert founded the Canadian
Centre for Architecture, a leading international
research center and museum devoted to the art
of architecture. She has worked to build aware-
ness of the role of architecture in society, to

promote scholarly research in the field, and to
stimulate innovation in design practice.

Brennan Beer Gorman Architects and
Brennan Beer Gorman Monk Interiors,
established twenty-three years ago in New
York, now have offices in Washington,
Scottsdale, Sidney and Shanghai. From the
beginning, the practice has enjoyed great
success in revitalizing historic hotels.

BBG Architects and BBGM Interiors have
restored over thirty hotels in New York alone,
including ten National Register-listed landmark
buildings, including The St. Regis, The
Peninsula and The Essex House. David Beer
and his partners have also converted office
buildings into hotels, including the “W” on
Union Square, once the Guardian Life
Building. Their current work includes The
Pierre Hotel, and The Knickerbocker Hotel on
Forty-Second Street. Like The St. Regis, The
Khnickerbocker was built by John Jacob Astor,
but it has not operated as a hotel since 1926.

Proceeds from the gala will benefit
the Preservation League. Tickets are available
from $600 for individuals, and tables of ten
are available starting at $10,000. To purchase
tickets, contact Thomas Martin Events
at 212-972-2268.

The third annual Coole Park Farm $25,000 Invitational Horse Show and
Kentucky Derby Party was held in May at Coole Park’s state-of-the art
equine facility in Millbrook, Columbia County. Proceeds from the event will
support Preservation League’s workshops, specialized training, and strategic
grants in the Hudson Valley.

Presented by GREY GOOSE” Vodka, the event featured an exhibition of
riders and horses, with a final jump-off worth $25,000 in prize money, which
went to Leslie Burr Howard of Westport, Connecticut. Hosted by Connie
and David Clapp, the event was chaired by Gloria Callen, Deban Flexner,
Karen Klopp, Debbie Montgomery, Zibby Tozer, and Cynthia Tripp.

fall 2007

The Preservation League
of New York State is
delighted to welcome
the new Chairman of
our board of trustees,
Caroline B. Mason of
Glenmont, Albany County.
A longtime preservation
activist who has served
on the boards of the
Albany County Historical
Association, the Albany

Caroline B. Mason

Local Development
Corporation, and Historic
Albany Foundation,
Caroline recently retired as
head of Albany Academy
and Albany Academy for
Girls. She has been a
member of the
Preservation League’s
board of trustees since
1995. Prior to her work in
New York State, she
served as special assistant
to the mayor of Nashua,
New Hampshire and on
the Nashua Historic
District Commission.

According to Caroline,
“Great and thriving cities
are those that have fully
understood the critical
connection between
economic prosperity and
preservation.”

We are looking forward
to working with Caroline
and are certain that her
leadership will build
on the successes of her
predecessor, Christopher
Holbrook, and all those
who have worked to
advance the cause
of preservation in
New York State.
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Research
Department

For more information on topics or locations
mentioned in this newsletter, please visit
the Preservation League’s website at
preservenys.org, or those listed below:

Excellence in Historic

Preservation Awards
Excellence Charter School
uncommonschools.org/ecs/home/
School 4 saratogapreservation.org
RiverLofts tsao-mckown.com

New York's Historic Armories
sunypress.edu/awards.asp

Montauk Playhouse Community Center
montaukplayhouse.org

Alfred E. Smith Office Building
ogs.state.ny.us/aboutogs/pressreleases/
Great Western Staircase, NYS Capitol

ogs.state.ny.us/visiting/cultural
[tourscapitol.html

Greenwich Village Society for
Historic Preservation gvshp.org/

Donald Fenner
fortklock.com/oldfortherkimer.htm

Green Buildings
Preservation Association of
Central New York pacny.net
Greening of Historic Properties

phlf.org/events/preservationconference
/greenhistpres.html

NYS Historic Preservation Tax Credit
http://nysparks.state.ny.us/shpo
/investment/index.htm

Development Update

GREY GOOSE® Vodka Coole Park Farm Horse
Show newyorksocialdiary. com/node/1586

Public Policy Update

Transition Paper Prepared for Gov. Spitzer
preservenys.org/TransitionPaperFinal.pdf

Technical Services Update

Central New York Freedom Trail
www.nyhistory.com/cnyft/

Fly Creek Area Historical Society
www.fcahs.org/
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Committed to Caring for
New York’s Landmarks

The Preserve New York Grant Program is a partnership program of the Preservation
League and the New York State Council on the Arts that supports outstanding local
preservation projects throughout the state. Since 1993 Preserve New York has
awarded over $1.1 million in direct support to 187 projects. A number of projects
funded through this program have recently reached important milestones.

Syracuse
Freedom Trail

Unveiled

The Underground Railroad was
not as secret as many suppose,
but its story continues to
benefit from more accurate
information and greater public
awareness. New York State
was especially active in the
abolitionist movement, and
Central New York boasts many
places that relate to freedom
seekers and the local citizens
who assisted them.

Since 1999 the Preservation
League has provided grants to
identify these historic places
through comprehensive
surveys in several counties.
One of these efforts reached a
milestone in July with the
unveiling of the first two
Syracuse Freedom Trail signs at
Clinton Square and Hanover
Square in the City.

The Freedom Trail sign
project was a partnership
between the Preservation
Association of Central New
York (PACNY) and the City of
Syracuse. Initial research on
the Underground Railroad and
abolitionism in Onondaga
County was supported by a
2001 Preserve New York survey
grant to PACNY. The debut of
these handsome signs was
officiated by Syracuse Mayor
Matthew Driscoll and PACNY
president Samuel Gruber.

Otsego County
Historic

Hamlet Listed

“Little hamlets like Fly Creek
have by and large lost their
sense of place due to losses of
the institutions that hold them
together,” said Dr. James
Atwell, board member of the
Fly Creek Area Historical
Society. “Fortunately, Fly Creek
has held on to its institutions
and historic buildings.”

The Fly Creek Historic
District was recently listed in
the State and National
Registers of Historic Places.
With 202 contributing proper-
ties the district embraces
virtually the entire hamlet,
which has 370 residents,
and is located northwest of

Cooperstown in Otsego County.

District highlights include
several 18th century buildings,

the 1899 Fly Creek Grange,

and a small downtown, which
retains much of its 19th century
appearance.

The nomination was made
possible with help from a 2005
Preserve New York grant
awarded to the society.
According to Dr. Atwell, “The
historic district affirms our
sense of place and community
character.” Equally important
to the Preservation League,
should plans emerge for
changes to New York State
Route 28, which runs through
Fly Creek’s downtown, the
hamlet will have enhanced
tools to protect its special
character, thanks to its State
and National Register listing.

Participating in the debut of the Syracuse Freedom Trail signs
were: (left to right) Angela Owens, who worked on the survey;
Mayor Matthew Driscoll; Parks Commissioner Patrick Driscoll;
Samuel Gruber, PACNY President; Tania Werbizky, Preservation
League of New York State; Jae Evangelisti, PACNY past presi-
dent; Van Robinson, Common Council member; Sharon Sherman,
Dept. of Community Development; Paul Pflanz, PACNY board
member. In rear, obscured by Van Robinson: Glen Lewis, Dept of

Parks and Recreation.

The Greenest Building is
the One that Already Exists

By Michael Stanton, Preservation Association of Central New York. This guest column is the first
in an occasional series of articles on important preservation issues by experts from around the state.

Efforts to preserve our nation’s historic architecture have

traditionally been based on cultural and aesthetic concerns.

But in this age of climate change and natural resource depletion,

that is changing. Important new partnerships are being forged

between historic preservationists and the green building

movement. Several key factors are helping the green building

movement emerge as a major partner in historic preservation.

Energy: Constructing a new building
typically consumes 15 to 30 times the
new building’s annual energy use. Thus,
the most intrinsically “green” buildings
are those that already exist.

Solid waste: 40 percent of all the
material going into the nation’s landfills
is construction debris. Twenty-five
percent comes from demolition alone.
Embedded Energy in New Materials: New
high-tech windows may seem more
energy efficient than older windows, but
consider the energy required to extract
raw materials, manufacture replacement
windows, and ship them to where they
are needed. It is generally more energy
efficient to repair existing windows.
Local Economic Benefits: Historic preser-
vation also encourages the use of local
labor, typically pays higher wages and
provides a steady demand for skilled
workers, compared to the ebb and flow
of new construction.

One of the first official gatherings of
historic preservation and green building
professionals took place in Pittsburgh
last October. Called A National Summit
on the Greening of Historic Properties,
the main order of business was to start
developing ways to reconcile green
building criteria with standards for the
rehabilitation of historic properties.
According to a white paper developed at

the conference, “Significant benefits

can be garnered through the greening
of historic properties. From a joint
perspective. .. positive outcomes. .. can
be created when historic preservationists
and green building practitioners partner
closely on projects.”

If New Yorkers are to enjoy these
outcomes, we must develop flexible
policies, creative approaches, and
comprehensive tools to ensure that our
existing building stock meets the needs
of the 21st century.

Michael Stanton of Syracuse is with the
Preservation Association of Central New York.
A version of this article first appeared in the
Syracuse Post-Standard on May 29, 2007.

Preservation
League Trustees

Officers

Caroline B. Mason, Chair

George L. Howell, Vice Chair
Thomas J. Schwarz, Vice Chair
Wendy E. Feuer, Secretary

Robert J. Kafin, Treasurer

Anne G. Older, Chair Emeritus

Board of Trustees

Pamela S. Banker
George H. Beane
Barry Bergdoll
William L. Bernhard
Henry S.F. Cooper
Joan K. Davidson
Arthur N. Field
R. Brandon Fradd
Lionel Goldfrank Il
Huyler C. Held
Christopher Holbrook
George L. Howell
Marilynn G. Karp
Robert J. Kresse
Richard J. Lippes
Gregory R. Long
Jean M. McCarroll
F. Eugene Romano
Daniel Romualdez
David R. Sloan
Elizabeth (Zibby)

F. Tozer
Samuel G. White, FAIA
Caroline Rob Zaleski

Jay Dilorenzo,
President

Trustees Council

Kent L. Barwick

David W. Beer, FAIA
Matthew Bender IV
Charles B. Buchanan
Nancy N. Campbell
Katherine Cary
Constance L. Clapp
William Clarkson
Randall T. Crawford
Steven C. Engelhart
Stephen A. Facey
Dorothy Twining Globus
Roberta Brandes Gratz
John v.H. Halsey
Walter J. Handelman
Anne A. Hubbard
James Ivory

Dudley D. Johnson
William B. Johnston
Susan Henshaw Jones
E. Peter Krulewitch
Judith M. LaBelle
Alexia Lalli

Edgar A. Lampert
Carol Mack

Robert B. MacKay
Richard A. Maitino
Paul Malo

Henry A. McCartney
Anne L. Millard
Richard J. Miller, Jr.
Dorothy Marie Miner
Norman M. Mintz
Ellen Phelan

Karen A. Phillips
Robert C. Quinlan
Janet C. Ross

William C. Shopsin, AIA
Robert D. Snedeker
Robert A.M. Stern, FAIA
Charles D. Urstadt
Cynthia C. Wainwright
Diana S. Waite

Arete Swartz Warren
Anthony C. Wood




Protect Your Heritage!

The Preservation League of New York State’s strength lies in the relationships made with preservationists who wish to protect
the tremendous architectural and cultural heritage of New York. We welcome all people, organizations and businesses to join us
in preserving our state’s historic buildings, districts, and landscapes.

Please indicate membership category:

[1$1,000/+ L1 $500 []$250 []$100 L] $55 []$35 [ ] other

Payment:
(1 Check, made payable to the Preservation League of New York State

(] Credit Card (please circle one) MC VISA AMEX

Name as it appears on card:

Card Number: Exp. Date:

Signature:

Name: Organization:

Address: City: State: Zip:
Phone: Fax: Email:

Please mail to: Preservation League of New York State, 44 Central Ave, Albany, NY 12206

New York Preservation is supported in part by funds provided by the Architecture, Planning, and Design Program of the New York State Council on the Arts.

The Preservation League is a 501(c)(3) organization, and membership contributions are tax deductible to the full extent of the law. For additional program information, please call 518-462-5658. A copy of
our latest annual report may be obtained, upon request, from the League of from the New York State Attorney General’s Charities Bureau, ATTN: FOIL Officer, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271.
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